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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  : 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  my  annual  report  on  the  health  and  sanitary 
circumstances  of  the  Urban  District  of  Seaham  for  the  year  1954. 
As  I  have  been  in  office  for  only  a  small  proportion  of  that  time, 
my  observations  must  of  necessity  be  curtailed  and  the  report  itself 
mainly  statistical. 

The  vital  statistics  of  the  area  provide  no  cause  for  adverse 
comment  and,  together  with  the  low  infantile  mortality  rate,  must 
give  rise  to  general  satisfaction.  Unfortunately,  the  same  cannot 
be  said  of  housing  and  sanitation  for,  even  though  it  is  obvious  that 
a  major  and  successful  effort  has  been  made  to  clear  and  re-house 
certain  areas,  a  great  deal  of  leeway  has  still  to  be  made  up. 

Whilst  the  Council  is  deserving  of  high  praise  for  the  post-war 
housing  effort,  particularly  on  the  Westlea  estate  where  careful 
planning  has  allowed  for  the  provision  of  trees,  shrubberies  and 
lawns,  it  came  as  a  surprise  to  me  to  see  that  there  are  still  houses 
and  tenements  without  a  piped  water  supply  inside  the  house,  a 
sink  for  the  disposal  of  waste  water  and  reasonable  facilities  for  the 
storage  and  preparation  of  food.  Contributing  factors,  in  my 
opinion,  to  this  state  of  affairs  are  the  shortage  of  sanitary  inspec¬ 
tors  in  the  past  and  the  tendency  to  allow  tenements  or  houses  to 
be  further  sub-divided  to  such  an  extent  as  to  make  it  impossible 
to  grant  these  amenities.  With  the  appointment  of  an  additional 
sanitary  inspector  it  is  hoped  to  effect  some  improvement  in  the 
living  conditions  of  those  who,  while  waiting  for  new  housing,  are 
forced  to  live  in  such  poor  and  overcrowded  property.  It  should 
not  be  overlooked,  however,  that  the  re-introduction  of  private 
slaughtering  has  necessitated  a  proportion  of  this  inspector’s  time 
being  devoted  to  the  inspection  of  meat  in  the  area. 

In  conclusion  I  should  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Council,  the  chief  officers,  and  the  Health  Department 
staff  for  their  co-operation,  and  to  look  forward  to  a  year  of  pro¬ 
gress  in  the  Urban  District. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  A.  RODGERS. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  in  acres  —  2,467. 

Registrar  General’s  Estimate  of  resident  population,  mid  1954  — 
25,650. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1954)  according  to  Rate  Books 
—  7,580. 

Rateable  Value  —  £113,869. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  —  £417  15s.  lOd. 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year  1954. 

Live  Births — 

Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

Legitimate 

468 

232 

236 

Illegitimate 

15 

12 

3 

Total 

483 

244 

239 

Birth  Rates  (corrected) — 

Legitimate  18.06  per  1,000  estimated  resident 

population. 

Illegitimate  0.58 

99 

99 

Total  18.64 

99 

99 

Still  Births— 

Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

Legitimate 

8 

4 

4 

Illegitimate 

0 

0 

0 

F  otal  ...  ...  ...  ... 

8 

4 

4 

Still  Birth  Rate — 16.29  per  1,000  live 

and  still  births. 

Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

Deaths 

250 

147 

103 

Death  Rate  (corrected) — 

12.3  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population. 

Rate  (per  1,000 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes — 

Deaths. 

live  and  still  births) 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

1 

2.03 

Infant  Mortality- 

Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  ... 

10 

2 

8 

Infant  Mortality  Rate— 20.7  per  1,000  live  births. 

Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  month 

5 

0 

5 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate— 10.35  per  1,000  live  births. 
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Causes  of  Death  of  Infants. 


Age. 

Sex. 

Cause. 

30  minutes. 

F 

Atelectasis,  prematurity. 

1  day. 

F 

Atelectasis,  intra-partem  inhalation,  post-maturity. 

1  day. 

F 

Atelectasis,  prematurity. 

2  days. 

F 

Prematurity. 

2  days. 

F 

Atelectasis. 

2  months. 

F 

Hydrocephalus,  congenital  spina  bifida. 

3  months. 

M 

Cardiac  failure,  fibro  cystic  disease  of  pancreas. 

6  months. 

F 

Congenital  heart  disease. 

6  months. 

M 

Chest  infection  due  to  general  debility  and  Pink  disease. 

8  months. 

F 

Respiratory  failure,  convulsions. 

Mortality  of  Legitimate  Infants  —  21.36  per  1,000  legitimate  live 
births. 

Mortality  of  Illegitimate  Infants  —  Nil  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 
births. 

Death  from  Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

„  Whooping  Cough .  0 

„  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age)  .  1 


The  causes  of  the  greatest  mortality  during  1954  were  : 


Cardio-vascular  Diseases 

Cancer 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia 

Tuberculosis 


126 

42 

13 

9 

6 
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BIRTH  RATES,  DEATH  RATES  and  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY  in  the  year  1954. 
England  and  Wales,  160  County  Boroughs  and  Great  Towns,  and  160  Smaller  Towns. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR  1954 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Males 

Females 

All  Causes 

147 

103 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  . 

6 

Tuberculosis,  other  ... 

— 

_ 

Syphilitic  disease 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  infections  . 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ...  . 

— 

— 

Measles 

— 

— 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

— 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

9 

2 

„  „  lung,  bronchus 

5 

— 

„  „  breast  . 

— • 

4 

„  „  uterus 

— 

2 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

15 

5 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

1 

Diabetes 

— 

1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system . 

18 

21 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

28 

16 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

8 

6 

Other  heart  disease  ... 

10 

11 

Other  circulatory  disease  ...  . 

3 

5 

Influenza 

2 

— 

Pneumonia 

8 

1 

Bronchitis 

9 

4 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

3 

1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ... 

2 

— 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 

1 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

— 

2 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

4 

— 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

1 

Congenital  malformations  ... 

1 

2 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

8 

12 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

— 

1 

All  other  accidents  ... 

6 

3 

Suicide 

1 

1 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  ... 

1 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 


IN  SEAHAM  URBAN  DISTRICT 

1.  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  Report  a  list  is  given  showing  the 
Officers  connected  with  the  Health  Services  in  the  District. 

2.  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  Section  47. 

No  cases  of  persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention  were  dealt 
with  under  the  provisions  of  this  section  during  the  year. 

3.  Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Havelock  Hospital,  Sunderland, 
provides  facilities  for  the  examination  of  pathological  specimens 
and  for  the  bacteriological  examination  of  food  samples.  An  ex¬ 
cellent  liaison  exists  with  the  Director  and  Staff  of  the  Laboratory 
and  results  for  samples  submitted  are  obtained  very  quickly. 

4.  Other  Health  Services. 

The  following  Health  Services  are  administered  by  the  Durham 
County  Council  as  the  responsible  Local  Health  Authority  under 
the  National  Health  Service  Act,  and  are  run  in  conjunction  with 
the  Local  Health  Sub-Committee  of  members  from  Seaham  Urban 
District,  Easington  Rural  District  and  Durham  County  Councils. 

Ambulance.  Domestic  Helps. 

Home  Nursing.  Health  Visitors. 

Vaccination.  Child  Welfare  and  Maternity. 

Immunisation  against  Welfare  of  the  Aged  (partly). 

Diphtheria.  Welfare  of  the  Blind. 

The  School  Medical  Service  is  also  the  responsibility  of  the 
County  Council.  Almost  all  the  relevant  sections  of  Part  III  of 
the  National  Assistance  Act  are  administered  by  the  County 
Council. 

Food  and  Drugs  Inspectors  are  appointed  by,  and  work  under 
the  direction  of,  the  County  Council. 

Schemes  for  the  Prevention  of  Blindness  are  entirely  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  County  Council  as  the  Local  Health  Authority. 
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Fully  qualified  Veterinary  Inspectors  are  appointed  by,  and 
work  under  the  direction  of,  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fish¬ 
eries.  They  are  responsible  for  carrying  out  routine  examination 
of  the  dairy  herds  throughout  the  County  in  order  to  maintain  and 
raise  the  standard  of  the  health  of  the  cows. 

The  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  is  also  responsible 
through  its  County  officials  for  the  supervision  of  byres  and  dairy 
premises. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


Water. 

The  Sunderland  and  South  Shields  Water  Company  provides 
a  piped  supply  of  water  to  all  premises  in  Seaham.  A  large  propor¬ 
tion  of  the  water  is  obtained  from  deep  wells  within  the  Company’s 
area  of  supply  and  the  remainder  is  collected  in  reservoirs  in  Wear- 
dale.  The  introduction  of  this  upland  supply  has  considerably  re¬ 
duced  the  hardness  of  the  water  and  it  is  now  no  longer  necessary 
to  instal  water  softening  apparatus  for  new  housing  estates  within 
the  Urban  District.  The  Water  Company  sample  the  water  at  fre¬ 
quent  and  regular  intervals  for  both  bacteriological  and  chemical 
examination.  Periodically,  check  samples  are  also  taken  by  the 
staff  of  the  Health  Department. 

Although  a  piped  water  supply  is  available  on  all  premises 
within  the  district,  every  separate  house  and  tenement  does  not 
necessarily  have  its  own  internal  piped  supply.  Every  endeavour 
is  being  made  to  provide  this  amenity  for  each  householder  in  all 
premises  except  those  scheduled  for  Slum  Clearance. 


Camping  Sites. 

There  are  no  camping  sites  in  the  area.  Two  “squatters’ 
camps,”  leased  from  the  Ministry  for  housing  purposes,  have  been 
vacated  during  the  year  and  the  hutments  demolished. 


Swimming  Baths. 

In  the  absence  of  public  swimming  baths,  part  of  the  Docks 
known  as  the  Basin  is  used  by  the  Seaham  Harbour  Swimming 
Club.  A  privately  owned  swimming  pool  is  available  at  Dawdon 
Colliery  and  is  very  well  used  at  all  times  of  the  year. 
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Fort  Sanitary  Authority. 

The  trade  from  the  port  is  mostly  coastwise  and  consists  ex¬ 
clusively  of  coal  exports. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  two  main  streams  in  the  area  are  kept  under  supervision 
and  are  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 


REFUSE  DISPOSAL,  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  AND 
STREET  CLEANSING 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor  for  the  following 
information  on  the  above  matters  which  are  under  his  control. 


Sewage  Disposal. 

No  treatment  is  carried  out  to  the  sewage  which,  after  collection, 
is  discharged  direct  to  the  sea  from  three  main  outfalls.  It  has 
been  necessary  to  extend  the  sewerage  system  to  cater  for  increased 
housing  development. 


Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

Collection  is  carried  out  by  direct  labour  using  specially  con¬ 
structed  vehicles.  Disposal  is  by  controlled  tipping  on  sites  leased 
to  the  Council.  During  the  year,  18,408J  tons  of  house  and  trade 
refuse  were  collected  and  disposed  of,  together  with  101  tons, 
4f  cwt.  of  salvage  paper. 


Street  Cleansing. 

By  arrangement  with  Durham  County  Council,  gullies  on  the 
County  roads  are  cleansed  by  the  staff  of  Seaham  Urban  District 
Council.  During  the  year  7,266  gullies  were  emptied  on  U.D.C. 
highways  and  2,087  on  D.C.C.  highways. 

A  mechanical  roadsweeper  is  used  for  the  cleansing  of  roads 
and  streets. 
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CONFIRMED  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 

NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1954 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


* 

The  following  table  shows  the  new  cases  and  deaths  for  the 
Urban  District  of  Seaham  during  1954  : — 


NEW  CASES 

TOTAL 

DEATHS 

Age  Periods 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0-1 

15 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5-10 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10-15 

— 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

- — - 

15-20 

2 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20-25 

3 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25-35 

3 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

35-45 

2. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45  55 

2 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

-  - 

— 

55-65 

1 

1 

— 

- — 

2 

— 

— 

— 

65  upwards 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  . . 

14 

10 

4 

2 

6 

— 

— 

— 

Classification  of  Non-Pulmonary  cases  of  Tuberculosis  : 


Hip 

Abdomen 
Sacro-iliac  joint 
Knee 


3 

1 

1 

1 
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DIPHTHERIA  PREVENTION 


Diphtheria  anti-toxin  is  supplied  free  of  charge  to  any  Medical 
Practitioner  who  applies  for  it  to  the  County  Medical  Officer,  Shire 
Hall,  Durham  City.  Swabs  from  suspected  cases  are  examined  at 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Havelock  Hospital,  Sunderland. 

There  were  five  suspected  cases  of  diphtheria  notified  during 
the  year  but  only  three  of  these  were  confirmed. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  ages  of  children 
immunised  against  diphtheria  in  Seaham  during  1954. 


Age  (yrs.) 

Under 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5  to  9 

r 

10  to  14j  Total 

1 

Primary 

Immunisations 

164 

72 

18 

19 

15 

470 

96  j  854 

Reinforcing 

Injections 

— 

— 

21 

579 

877  1477 

SMALLPOX  VACCINATION 

Lymph  for  smallpox  vaccination  is  supplied  free  of  charge  to 
any  Medical  Practitioner  who  applies  for  it  to  Dr.  Norton,  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  General  Hospital,  Westgate  Road,  Newcastle 
upon  Tyne. 

There  were  no  cases  of  smallpox  in  the  District  during  1954 
and  a  table  is  given  below  showing  the  number  and  ages  of  children 
vaccinated  during  the  year. 


Under 

1 

1 

2  to  4 

5  to  14 

Over 

15 

Total 

Vaccinated . 

64 

— 

1 

12 

77 

Re-vaccinated 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20 

20 

Food  Poisoning  Outbreaks. 

There  have  been  no  outbreaks  of  Food  Poisoning  during  the 
year. 
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Summary  of  Work  Done  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Department 

during  the  year  1954. 


No.  of 
Inspec¬ 
tions 

No.  of 
Informal 

Notices 

served 

No.  of 
Notices 

Statutory 

served 

Defects 

remedied 

after 

Notice 

Housing: 

Public  Health  and 
Housing  Acts 

515 

119 

2 

315 

Overcrowding 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Sanitary  Conveniences: 
Insufficient 

10 

10 

10 

Defective 

5 

5 

— 

5 

Drainage 

258 

258 

— 

258 

Water  Supply 

20 

5 

20 

Food  Premises  ... 

1,966 

— 

— 

— 

Shops  Act 

196 

— 

— 

— 

Dairies 

Slaughterhouses: 

_ 

- 

_ 

Public 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Private 

1,040 

4 

— 

10 

Tents,  Vans,  etc. 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Offensive  Trades 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

Factories  &  Workplaces 

82 

— 

— 

Keeping  of  Animals 
Insanitary  Ashpits  and 

2 

2 

_ 

2 

Receptacles 

25 

25 

— 

25 

Offensive  accumulations 

5 

5 

— 

5 

Smoke  Nuisances 

12 

12 

— 

12 

Prevention  of  Damage 
by  Pests  Act,  1949  ... 

416 

162 

— 

241 

TOTAL 

4,555 

608 

2 

906 

Ashpit-privies  converted  into  water-closets 
Ash-closets  converted  into  water-closets 
Total  number  of  water-closets  in  District 
do.  ash-closets  in  District 
do.  ashpit-privies  in  District 


2 

8,547 

53 

6 
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Sanitary  Inspection  of  Area. 


Number  of  complaints  received  and  dealt  with  : — 

Sanitary  Defects,  etc.,  under  Public  Health  Acts  and 

Housing  Act  . 

Infestation  : 

Bugs  and  Beetles . 

Rats  . ' 

Mice  . 

Re-visits  . 


339 

184 

48 

114 

70 


Total  755 


Disinfestation. 

It  was  necessary  to  visit  184  houses  as  a  result  of  complaints  of 
bugs  or  beetles.  In  some  cases  these  houses  were  sprayed  with  a 
liquid  containing  D.D.T.  and  in  others  a  powder  form  of  D.D.T. 
was  used. 


Rodent  Control. 

A  full-time  rodent  operative  is  employed  by  the  Council,  but 
further  temporary  assistance  is  obtained  at  six-monthly  intervals 
when  it  is  necessary  to  carry  out  sewer  treatments.  The  Divisional 
Rodent  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  visits 
Seaham  periodically  and  a  satisfactory  liaison  is  maintained  with 
this  official.  Ministry  methods  of  rodent  destruction  are  used  and 
satisfactory  results  are  obtained. 

Lodging  Houses. 

There  are  no  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  the  district,  but  a 
hostel  for  men  is  established  on  a  council  estate.  It  is  supervised 
by  the  Housing  Manager  and  is  in  constant  use. 

Factories  and  Workshops. 

No  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  from  the  Factory 
Inspector  concerning  the  condition  of  the  factories  in  the  district. 
Routine  inspections  are  carried  out  by  the  staff  of  the  Health  De¬ 
partment  who  are  satisfied  with  the  condition  of  the  factories. 

Smoke  Abatement. 

Although  few  legitimate  complaints  are  received  of  nuisances 
from  smoke,  coal  dust  is  a  serious  problem  in  Seaham  Urban  Dis¬ 
trict.  Colliery  railways  convey  the  wagons  to  the  Docks  and  un¬ 
fortunately  these  railways  pass  through  some  of  the  most  densely 
populated  parts  of  the  District.  When  a  strong  east  wind  is  blow- 
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ing  there  is  no  doubt  that  nuisances  occur,  not  only  from  the  rail¬ 
way  lines  but  also  from  the  docks  where  the  coal  is  teemed  into 
the  ships.  In  conjunction  with  the  N.C.B.  and  the  Dock  Company, 
every  endeavour  is  being  made  to  find  a  satisfactory  solution  to 
this  problem. 


Licensed  Premises. 

Regular  inspections  of  these  are  made  and  improvements  to 
sanitary  accommodation  are  gradually  being  effected.  The  question 
of  the  demolition  of  old  licensed  premises  in  Clearance  Areas  and 
the  provision  of  sites  for  new  ones  on  council  estates  is  being  con¬ 
sidered  by  the  Council  and  the  brewery  companies  at  the  moment. 


Cinemas  and  Halls. 

There  are  four  cinemas  within  the  Urban  District  and  no  com¬ 
plaints  have  been  received  concerning  the  sanitary  condition  of 
these  premises. 


Offensive  Trades. 

No  offensive  trades  are  conducted  within  the  area. 

Shops  Act,  1950. 

The  Sanitary  Inspectors  are  the  Shops  Act  Inspectors  for  the 
area  and  these  premises  are  visited  regularly.  No  serious  infesta¬ 
tions  of  rats  or  mice  were  found  and  minor  infestations  were 
promptly  dealt  with.  Improvements  are  slowly  being  effected  to 
the  sanitary  and  washing  arrangements  in  the  shops,  but  as  many 
are  in  the  older  parts  of  the  town  this  is  necessarily  a  long  term 
project. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951. 

There  is  only  one  pet  shop  in  the  area  and  this  is  conducted  in 
a  satisfactory  manner.  It  is  registered  with  the  Local  Authority 
and  is  under  constant  supervision. 


Port  Health. 

No  cases  of  infectious  disease  or  complaints  concerning  sani¬ 
tary  conditions  aboard  ships  entering  the  port  were  received  during 
1954. 

Housing. 

During  the  year,  172  new  houses  were  erected  by  the  Local 
Authority  and  53  by  private  enterprise. 
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THE  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  MEAT 

AND  OTHER  FOODS 

(i)  Meat. 

In  July  meat  was  de-rationed  and  the  system  whereby  Seaham 
was  supplied  from  the  Ministry  of  Food  slaughterhouse  at  Ryhope 
was  discontinued.  The  Co-operative  Societies  still  wished  to 
slaughter  their  animals  centrally  in  slaughterhouses  outside  of  the 
District,  but  ten  other  butchers  asked  for  their  private  slaughter¬ 
houses  to  be  re-licensed.  Although  these  slaughterhouses  fell  far 
short  of  the  desired  standard  in  some  respects — particularly  that 
of  lairage  accommodation — it  was  necessary  to  issue  the  licences 
in  order  to  maintain  a  supply  of  meat  for  the  District.  Many  im¬ 
provements  were  carried  out  before  the  licences  were  issued  and 
work  is  still  progressing  to  raise  the  standard  of  the  slaughter¬ 
houses  in  the  area. 

All  animals  slaughtered  in  the  area  are  now  inspected  and  dur¬ 
ing  the  period  1st  July  to  31st  December,  1954,  it  was  necessary  to 
condemn  the  following  carcases  and  part  carcases  : — 

3  sheep  carcases  and  all  organs 
9  sheep  livers 
5  sheep  lungs 
7  beast  heads 
25  beast  livers 
3  beast  lungs 
3  pig  heads 
1  pig  liver 

For  this  purpose  925  visits  were  made  to  slaughterhouses. 

(ii)  Milk. 

No  milk  is  sold  loose  in  the  area,  only  designated  bottled  milk 
being  handled  by  the  47  licensed  retailers. 


(iii)  Ice  Cream. 

There  are  four  ice  cream  manufacturers  in  Seaham  and  their 
premises  are  frequently  inspected.  In  addition  to  the  manufac¬ 
turers,  twenty-five  other  shops  were  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice 
cream. 

(iv)  Cafes,  Canteens  and  School  Kitchens. 

Regular  visits  are  paid  to  the  four  cafes,  three  colliery  canteens 
and  three  school  kitchens  in  the  area.  No  complaints  were  re¬ 
ceived  during  the  year  and  the  premises  were  well  maintained. 
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(y)  Fish  and  Chip  Shops. 

Two  fish  and  chip  shops  have  been  closed  during  the  last  year, 
leaving  ten  in  operation,  all  of  which  have  been  found  to  be  in  a 
satisfactory  condition. 


(vi)  Food  Premises. 

1,041  inspections  were  made  of  the  171  food  premises  in  the 
area,  where  the  food  condemned  and  destroyed  included  : — 

Beef,  959  lbs.;  Pork,  82  lbs.;  Mutton,  19  lbs.;  Sausage,  17^  lbs.; 
Sausage  Meat,  18  lbs.;  Pork  Luncheon  Meat,  50  tins.  Stewed  Steak, 
52  tins;  Casserole  Steak,  5  tins;  Brawn,  \\  lbs.;  Polony,  1£  lbs.; 
Tinned  Mutton,  4  tins;  Corned  Beef,  27  tins;  Brisket  Beef,  10  tins; 
Rabbit,  9  tins;  Minced  Meat  Loaf,  34  tins;  Bacon,  193  lbs.;  Ham, 
38  lbs.;  Boiled  Ham,  29  lbs.;  Tongue,  37J  lbs.;  Tongue  (tinned), 

31  tins;  Jellied  Veal,  16  tins;  Boiled  Ham  (tinned),  24  tins;  Cheese, 
4  lbs.;  Eggs,  93;  Tinned  Milk,  175  tins;  Cheese  (boxed),  22  boxes; 
Lemon  Curd,  3  jars;  Jam,  6  jars;  Marmalade,  7  jars;  Syrup,  3  tins; 
Honey,  2  tins;  Celery,  3  tins;  Pineapple,  28  tins;  Prunes,  9  tins; 
Crapes,  16  tins;  Apples,  5  tins;  Pears,  40  tins;  Plums,  45  tins; 
Apricots,  69  tins;  Peaches,  58  tins;  Cherries,  6  tins;  Strawberries, 
6  tins;  Oranges,  22  tins;  Grapefruit,  8  tins;  Rhubarb,  8  tins; 
Tomatoes,  307  tins;  Carrots,  11  tins;  Beans,  105  tins;  Peas,  95  tins; 
Soup,  80  tins;  Spaghetti,  17  tins;  Pease  Pudding,  2  tins;  Crab,  5 
tins;  Lobster,  3  tins;  Fish,  4  lbs.;  Salmon,  6  tins;  Pilchards,  2  tins; 
Herrings,  1  tin;  Sardines,  5  tins;  Sauce,  6  bottles;  Mayonnaise, 
4  bottles;  Fish  Cakes,  12;  Meat  Paste,  4  tins;  Beetroot,  1  jar; 
Suet,  2  packets;  Tinned  Puddings,  12  tins;  Biscuits,  8  tins;  Lemon 
Squash,  30  bottles;  Chocolate  Cake,  8  lbs.;  “Nib-Bits,”  45  lbs.; 
Mixed  Fruits,  12  packets;  Bread,  4,200  loaves;  Cornflakes,  1  packet; 
Beans,  12  lbs.;  Groats,  12  lbs.;  Coffee,  3  tins;  Virol,  1  jar;  Fruit 
Salad,  17  tins;  Gooseberries,  3  tins;  Cranberries,  1  tin;  Damsons, 

32  tins. 
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HOUSING  CONDITIONS 

HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1954 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwe!!mg-Houses  during  the  year. 


(1) (a)  Total  number  of  Dwelling-Houses  inspected  for  hous¬ 

ing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  517 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  824 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  Dwelling-Houses  (included  under  sub-head 

(1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 
the  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  57 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  171 

(3)  Number  of  Dwelling-Houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  57 

(4)  Number  of  Dwelling-Houses  (exclusive  of  those  re¬ 
ferred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to 

be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  460 


2,  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  Dwelling-Houses  rendered  fit  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 
officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  427 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

A. — Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  Dwelling-Houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling-Houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 

service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  — 

B. — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  Dwelling-Houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  2 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling-Houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  Owners .  2 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  — 

C. — Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  Dwelling-Houses  in  respect  of  which  Demo¬ 
lition  Orders  were  made 
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(2)  Number  of  Dwelling-Houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders 

(3)  Number  of  Dwelling-Houses  demolished  following  nego¬ 
tiations 

D. — Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit 
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Amount  of  Shipping  Entering:  the  Port  during  the  Year. 
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Includes  mechanically  propelled  vessels  other  than  steamers. 


Factories  Act,  1937  &  1948 
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